Developing Quality Livestock Water for Midwest Ranges

Jeff Davidson, K-State Flint Hills Watershed Specialist

What a difference a fence makes!

Building a fenced pond access ramp
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Water development, mostly through farm
pond establishment, increases range
productivity through improved grazing
distribution. However, allowing cattle free
access to ponds speeds sedimentation,
and fouling of water through defecation
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Consuming water containing high levels J

of contaminants can diminish livestock A Canadian livestock study showed:
production. Cattle drink less of the * Calves from cows on spring/well water gained 9

taminated water. leading t d d percent more than if on pond water
contaminated water, Ieading to reduce * Heifers drinking pond water from a tank gained 20

feed intake and increased vulnerability percent more than those drinking directly from the
to heat stress. pond
When excess nutrients accumulate in ponds, blue * (attle on better water spent more time grazing than
green algae (Cyanobacteria) may form. It can cause other cattle
death in cattle, pets and wildlife. : : .. « (Cattle avoided water with .005 percent manure
To avoid these potential problems, limit
cattle access by fencing the pond.
Installing this barrier reduces:
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